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Its present navigability I was beginning to have grave misgivings of
its practicability for us at all. In pre-war days the canal and river
route had been kept with difficulty fairly clear, but it had been
neglected very much during the war, and since the revolution not
used at all, and the reports were that the rivers and canal stretches
were full of mud and weeds and the swamps had reclaimed their^own,
Having collected all the gear I could think of which might be'useful
in any of the many emergencies I could see arising, we set off into
the unknown.